
 Believe it or not, the Gersh Academy Summer 
Program has come to an end.  For the vocational 
team, this summer has been an extremely successful 
experience.  At the same time, we have learned a 
great deal about what will make this program most 
beneficial to the students.  We have had many suc-
cessful experiences, such as visits to Computer Asso-
ciates, MacArthur Airport, and our continued work 
with Long Island Cares.  We have also learned a cou-
ple of lessons.  For example, we now know not to 
leave vegetable plants outside in 100˚ weather when 
there are hungry raccoons around.  We hope our stu-
dents had as much fun working with us as we did with them, and we look for-
ward to next year.  We will continue to strive to do our best, ensuring our stu-
dents are exposed to some of the most interesting professions on Long Island, 
while gaining real life experience and having fun at the same time. 

Nicole all geared up and 
ready to fight fires 
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Special Thanks To These    
Students For: 

• Jack Edelson for continuing 
to help out in Hauppauge 
& Melville and for proof-
reading our vocational 
curriculum.  

• Mike Feinstein and Jack 
Edelson for their work with 
Long Island Cares. 

• Paul Fries and Sunil Attri 
for helping the middle 
school with the car wash. 

 Our middle school 
students in Hauppauge learned 
lessons in budgeting, planning, 
organization, and even cleanli-
ness by organizing and run-
ning a car wash on their cam-
pus.  The students worked 
together to raise money for 
their student fund, which they 
will use on an entertaining 
activity once they decide 
where to go.  All the students 
worked together washing cars, 

collecting money, and in-
forming the staff who was 
next in line.  Before the car 
wash, the students also 
made advertisements, sign 
up sheets, and notices to 
send home.  The students 
had fun, worked as a team, 
and were exposed to many 
different management and 
organization techniques 
that will help them at both 
school and work in the 
future. 
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 Our Queens elemen-
tary, middle, and high school 
students all took a trip to the 
New York Hall of Science, 
where they explored future 
job options and had fun at the 
same time.   
 At the Sports Chal-
lenge exhibit, our future race 
car drivers had the opportu-
nity to test their reaction time 
at a race car simulator, and 
our future MLB All Stars had 
their pitching speed clocked 
as they threw the ball to 
home plate.  Our future NBA 
All Stars had the chance to 
see how different floor sur-
faces affect the bounce of a 
basketball as well as how 

their body motion affects 
how high they jump.   
 Our students that are 
more interested in solving 
crimes than dunking a basket-
ball had the chance to visit 
the CSI (Crime Scene In-
sects) exhibit and learn about 
forensic entomology, the 
science of how insects can 
help solve crimes.   Other 
students visited the Connec-
tions: The Nature of Net-
works exhibit and discovered 
how all living beings are con-
nected in different ways.   
 For our students 
practicing to be microbiolo-
gists, the Hidden Kingdoms: 
The World of Microbes ex-

hibit was just the place for 
them.  This exhibit, the 
world’s largest microbiology 
exhibit, exposed our students 
to a microscopic world that is 
around without us even notic-
ing.   
 At the Search for 
Life Beyond Earth, Realm of 
The Atom, and Marvelous 
Molecules exhibits, the stu-
dents also learned and prac-
ticed many different skills 
that will be necessary for 
their future careers, no matter 
what they go into.   
 Overall, the students 
learned a great deal, while 
thinking they were playing 
the whole time. 
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Hauppauge High School Students Visit CA 

Queens Students Visit The New York Hall 
of Science 

day operations of the com-
pany, as well as the specific 
job duties of a community 
relations position.   
 Following the intro-
ductory presentation, the stu-
dents were escorted to the 
Global Command Center, 
where CA monitors their 
locations all over the world.  
Any problem with a com-
puter at any location around 
the world is immediately 
reported to the Global Com-
mand Center, which then 
sends out an electronic mes-
sage to the appropriate tech-
nician who then diagnoses 
and fixes the problem.  The 
students had the opportunity 
to observe the command cen-
ter, ask questions about the 
procedures, and even use the 
control computer in the con-
ference room.   

 After the meeting of 
the minds in the Global Com-
mand Center, the students 
were then taken to CA’s au-
dio/visual department.  The 
students were given a presen-
tation about the job positions 
available in the AV depart-
ment and the job duties for 
each position.  The students 
had the opportunity to use a 
soundboard and other AV 
equipment, a well 
as tour CA’s on-site 
television studio.  
 After the 
tour, the students 
left CA with smiles 
on their face, and a 
new understanding 
of how a multi-
billion company 
works.  We would 
like to thank Bonnie 
Burke for the opportunity to 
see such a great facility.  

 On Thursday, Au-
gust 10, our high school stu-
dents in Hauppauge were 
given an all access tour of 
one of the largest IT manage-
ment companies in the world.  
Thanks to Bonnie Burke, a 
Special Community Relations 
Liaison at Computer Associ-
ates, the students got to see a 
behind the scenes look at 
how a billion dollar company 
runs.   
 After being greeted 
at the door and given name 
tags for their tour, the stu-
dents were given a brief pres-
entation introducing them to 
the kind of work that is done 
at Computer Associates.   
Students discussed CA prod-
ucts, clients, and operating 
procedures with the Commu-
nity Relations team.  They 
had the opportunity to ask 
questions about the day-to-

“All our dreams can 

come true if we have 

the courage to 

pursue them.” 

-Walt Disney 

CA’s world headquarters in      
Islandia, NY 
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 Our Queens elemen-
tary students were recently 
visited by the New York City 
Fire Prevention Unit to dis-
cuss fire jobs and fire safety.  
The hour long presentation 
highlighted fire prevention 
and safety measures that are 
necessary to keep the stu-
dents and their families safe.   
 Along with the im-
portance of fire detectors and 
a family escape plan, the 
presentation also talked about 
who to call if there is a fire 
and what they could do to 

help out before the firemen 
arrived.  The presentation 
also highlighted general 
safety procedures and in-
cluded internet and computer 
safety.  The presenter also 
discussed his job as a fireman 
and what training was neces-
sary for that position.  The 
students even had the oppor-
tunity to try on a fireman’s 
uniform and see how heavy it 
is.   
 Our high school 
students also sat in on the 
presentation and took notes 

on what made the 
presenter a good 
public speaker.  
The students then 
followed up with a 
class discussion on 
good presentation 
techniques.  Our 
students of all ages 
learned a great 
deal about fire 
safety and preven-
tion, public speak-
ing, and most importantly, 
how to keep themselves safe. 
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Hauppauge Middle School Students Visit Local Fire Station 

Queens Elementary Students Visited By 
NYC Fire Prevention Unit 

cluding a hydraulic cutter 
(jaws of life) and a thermal 
sensor that can help the fire-
men find people during fires 
and in smoky conditions.   
 Following the equip-
ment presentation, the stu-

dents had the opportunity to 
sit in numerous fire trucks 
and learn what it really takes 
to keep us safe.  The students 
had the opportunity to ask 
questions about procedures 
and qualifications for work-
ing in a fire house.  The stu-
dents also had the opportu-
nity to tour the station and try 
on uniforms, learning what it 
truly takes to be a fireman.  
We would like to think Fire 
Marshal Minder for exposing 
the kids to the inner workings 
of a fire house. 

 The middle school 
students from our Hauppauge 
location recently were given 
an all access tour of Haup-
pauge Fire Station, thanks to 
Fire Marshal Edward J. 
Minder.  Fire Marshal 
Minder, who recently re-
turned from a call when the 
students arrived, started his 
tour by showing the students 
all the equipment  that the 
firemen use and where it is 
kept on the truck.  The stu-
dents were shown all the life 
saving tools that are used 
during a fire or accident, in-

Our middle school students posing 
by one of Hauppauge's fire trucks 

“ Our greatest glory 

is not  in never 

falling, but in rising 

every time we fall.” 

-Confucius 

Hauppauge High School Students Visit Toys “R” Us 

 The students at our 
Hauppauge campus had the 
opportunity to visit the Toys 
“R” Us in Holbrook and have 
a guided tour of the location.  
Our tour guide, a Toys “R” 
Us employee who was ex-
perienced in many different  

positions, explained different 
sections of the store and posi-
tions offered in great detail.  
The layout of the store and 
the placement of products 
were also explained to the 
students, exposing them to 
merchandising techniques 

procedures.  The students 
walked away from Toys “R” 
Us realizing that it is possible 
for work to be fun and excit-
ing, as well as having a new 
perspective next time they 
pick up their favorite video 
game. 

David posing for the           
photographers 



Vocational Department 
358 Hoffman Ln. 

Hauppauge, NY 11788 
631-232-3855 

G e r s h  A c a d e m y  

 Summer Memories 

Sal Barbieri 
Transitional Liaison 

Scott Mergl 
Transitional Liaison 

We’re on the web! 
www.gershacademy.org 

Special thanks to those who have helped us with 
our vocational classes over the summer: 
 

• Jackie Gervasio at our Queens location 
 
• Dan O’Shea at our Commack location 
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“ Genius is 1% 

inspiration and 99% 

perspiration.”  

-Thomas Alva Edison 

Brian listening intently on how to 
prevent fires Willie giving his first public address 

Nicole and the middle school staff 
rock out during their carwash 

Scott getting ready to plant a 
bushel of parsley 

David, Andrew, & Ian listening to 
the fire prevention presentation Jack dressed up to 

save lives 


